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Believe. Achieve. Succeed Together. 

 

 

Iver Village Junior School 

Implementing the English curriculum 

(Writing, Spelling and Grammar) 

 
Article 28, 29 

Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and 
abilities to the full 
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Implementation 

 

Curriculum Design  

 

National Curriculum:  

The overarching aim for English in the national curriculum is to promote high standards of 

language and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the spoken and written 

language, and to develop their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment. The 

national curriculum for English aims to ensure that all pupils: 

• read easily, fluently and with good understanding 

• develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information 

• acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic 

conventions for reading, writing and spoken language 

• appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage 

• write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of 

contexts, purposes and audiences 

• use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their 

understanding and ideas 

• are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating 

to others and participating in debate 

  

 

The English curriculum and Iver Village Junior School   

 

We use high quality, language rich texts to support the children's writing. When planning the unit 

of writing, teachers follow a writing cycle structure.  Depending on the genre and style of writing 

the cycle will either be one or two weeks long.    

 

The first stage of the cycle is ‘feature analysis’.  This is where the children look at the specific 

organisational and grammatical features of a model text in order to identify the style and structure 

required for this piece of writing.  This is followed by the planning phase where the children begin 

gathering ideas for their piece of writing.  After planning, children begin drafting their piece of 

work.  After drafting, children edit their work using ‘purple polishers’.  Each editing lesson has a 

specific focus where teachers model and directly teach the skills required for editing.  Children use 

the success criteria as a guide to ensure they have all of the features required to make it a successful 

piece of writing.  Throughout the writing cycle teachers use yellow highlighters to identify words, 

sentences or paragraphs which require editing; providing a scaffold for children to develop this 

skill.  At the start of each English lesson children are taught a grammar starter which is generally 

linked to the style of writing being taught.   

  
 

Cyclical curriculum and repetition:  
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In order to improve quality and accuracy the writing cycle is always as follows: 

• Plan 

• Draft 

• Edit 

• Redraft 

• Publish  
 

Key concepts:  

To write for different purposes and in different forms, both factual and creative.  
To encourage pupils to consider the audience and purpose for their work. 
To have high expectations of presentation. 
To build an understanding of structure, language, punctuation and grammar. 
 

Key Knowledge:  

• Grammar features 

• Punctuation 

• Genre-specific features 

 

Key skills:  

• Grammar 

• Punctuation 

• Writing 

• Editing 

• Handwriting 

• Reading 

• Comprehension 

 

Key vocabulary:  

• Year 3 and 4 and Year 5 and 6 spelling words 

• Vocabulary Ninja 

• Technical vocabulary relating to the text/writing genre  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Medium term planning:  

 

Year 3 

 



4 

 

 
 

 
 



5 

 

 
 

Year 4 
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Year 5 
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Year 6 
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Lesson Design 

 

All English lessons follow a similar structure to support pupils in developing a depth of 

understanding and opportunity to plan, draft, edit, re-draft and publish their work.  

 

Aspect of lesson Details  

Review of previous learning and 
retrieval practice   

- Success criteria writing features 
- SPaG 

Introduction of learning question - Learning question introduced 
- Writing features  

Concepts, knowledge, skills, 
vocabulary  

- Genre/text features 
- SPaG 
- Text reviews/marking 
- Key vocabulary (Year 3/4 and 5/6 spelling 

words) 
- Ninja Vocabulary 

Modelling  - Teacher modelling text writing with class 

Guided practice  - Shared writing (child led) 

Independent practice (learning 
tasks)   

- Independent writing 
- Children begin planning and drafting sections 

at a time following introduction of concepts 

Plans for scaffolding  - Support given in class by class teacher and LSAt 
to targeted groups 

- Visual prompts: sentence starters, vocabulary, 
grammar examples  

- Task organisers   
- Whole group work adaptations to meet the 

overall task  

   
 

 

 

Classroom Practice  

 

Retrieval practice  Review of previous learning 
Success Criteria features revisited 
Grammar focus revisited 
Use of mini-whiteboards to check understanding 

Modelling: Teacher modelling of writing focus  

Questioning  Retrieval questioning 
Deep thinking questioning 
Talk for writing 

Scaffolding:  Prepared packs of English learning prompts given to each child 
in class.  
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Success criteria adapted dependent on children’s ability 

Practise  Opportunities to practise on whiteboards, during the planning 
phase and when drafting. 
Handwriting practise opportunities given  

Oracy  Talk for writing during the planning phase 
Sharing ideas 
Opportunities to contribute throughout the lesson 
Talk/discussion on tables/talk partners 
Reading aloud 
Reading texts 
Share work/successes 
Quizzes/games 

 

 

Adaptive teaching: 

 

The main aim for adaptive teaching within English is providing appropriate and timely scaffolding 

to allow for all pupils to access the lesson. The table below identifies some of the ways scaffolding 

is provided during English lessons.  

 

Knowledge organisers 
and worked examples 
 

              
Task organisers 
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Physical Resources  
 

Dictionary, thesaurus, handwriting pens, purple polishers, high-
lighter, Success Criteria, spelling words, mini-whiteboards, English 
learning resource packs including prompts for writing. 

     
 
 
 

Visual supports  
 

 
Adult support  
 

LSA and class teacher supporting targeted group during English 
lessons.   
Pre-teaching of key vocabulary 
Phonics intervention 
Reading support 
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Additional intervention 

 

For some pupils, additional support is required to support the development of pupils’ English 

understanding. The below table identifies the types of additional intervention that may be 

provided. This provision is planned with support from the SENCo.  

 

Pre-teaching of vocabulary  Scaffolding and increase vocabulary knowledge for 
different contexts  
Text related technical vocabulary 
Year 3 and 4 spelling words 
Year 5 and 6 spelling words 
Ninja spelling words 

 

 

 

Support for teachers:  

 

Subject 
knowledge  

https://literacytrust.org.uk/resources/developing-grammar-subject-knowledge-
practitioners/ 
 
https://literacytrust.org.uk/resources/?phase=primary 
 
https://education.exeter.ac.uk/research/centres/languageandliteracy/grammar-
teacher-resources/grammaraschoice/grammarsubjectknowledge/ 
 
https://clpe.org.uk/training/webinars/understanding-spelling-ks2-webinar-0 
 
 

Pedagogy  
English programmes of study: key stages 1 and 2  

National curriculum in England 

 
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-
reports/literacy-ks2 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/effective-primary-pedagogical-
strategies-in-english-and-mathematics-in-key-stage-2-a-study-of-year-5-
classroom-practice-drawn-from-the-eppse-3-16-lon 
 
  
 

https://literacytrust.org.uk/resources/developing-grammar-subject-knowledge-practitioners/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/resources/developing-grammar-subject-knowledge-practitioners/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/resources/?phase=primary
https://education.exeter.ac.uk/research/centres/languageandliteracy/grammar-teacher-resources/grammaraschoice/grammarsubjectknowledge/
https://education.exeter.ac.uk/research/centres/languageandliteracy/grammar-teacher-resources/grammaraschoice/grammarsubjectknowledge/
https://clpe.org.uk/training/webinars/understanding-spelling-ks2-webinar-0
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/literacy-ks2
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/literacy-ks2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/effective-primary-pedagogical-strategies-in-english-and-mathematics-in-key-stage-2-a-study-of-year-5-classroom-practice-drawn-from-the-eppse-3-16-lon
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/effective-primary-pedagogical-strategies-in-english-and-mathematics-in-key-stage-2-a-study-of-year-5-classroom-practice-drawn-from-the-eppse-3-16-lon
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/effective-primary-pedagogical-strategies-in-english-and-mathematics-in-key-stage-2-a-study-of-year-5-classroom-practice-drawn-from-the-eppse-3-16-lon
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