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Our Aims: 

• To use homework as a tool to help to continue to raise standards of attainment. 

• Improve the quality of the learning experience offered to pupils and to extend it beyond 

the classroom environment. 

• Provide opportunities for parents, children and the school to work together in partnership 

in relation to children’s learning. 

• Encourage pupils and their parents to share and enjoy learning experiences. 

• Reinforce work covered in class by providing further opportunities for the individual pupil. 

• To practise or consolidate basic skills and knowledge, especially in Numeracy and Literacy. 

• Encourage children to develop the responsibility, confidence and self-discipline needed to 

study independently. 

• To prepare Year 6 pupils for the transfer to secondary school. 

Introduction 

‘Homework’ is taken to include any work activities that reinforce learning which pupils are 

asked to do out of school, either on their own or with their parents/carers. 

Rationale for homework 

Homework is a very important part of a child’s education and can add much to a child’s 

development. We recognise that the time and resources available limit the educational 

experience that any school by itself can provide; children benefit greatly therefore from the 

mutual support of parents and teachers in encouraging them to learn both at home and at 

school. Indeed we see homework as an important way of establishing a successful dialogue 

between teachers and parents. One of the aims of our school is for children to develop as 

independent learners. We believe that homework is one of the main ways in which children 

can acquire the skill of independent learning. 

Homework plays a positive role in raising a child’s level of attainment. We also acknowledge 

the important role of play and free time in a child’s growth and development. While 

homework is important, it should not prevent children from taking part in the wide range of 

out-of-school clubs and organisations that play an important part in the lives of many 

children. We are well aware that children spend more time at home than at school, and we 

believe they develop their skills, interests and talents to the full only when parents 

encourage them to make maximum use of the experiences and opportunities that are 

available outside of school. 
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Types of homework 

We set English and Maths homework routinely each week and we expect the children to 

consolidate and reinforce learning done in school through practice at home. We also set 

homework as a means of helping the children to revise for tests as well as to ensure that 

prior learning has been understood. 

For spelling homework we have created Cracking Spellings which is a level based system 

that the children can progress through during their time at IVJS.  Each child will still take 

home a list of spellings, however, they will only be tested when they have practised and feel 

ready.  We are giving the children a minimum of two weeks to practise their spelling words 

and complete a practise booklet at home but there is no time limit for how long they can 

stay on a band.  In order to help children prepare for their upcoming test we are 

encouraging parents to support them in learning the words. 

Reading should also be undertaken daily.  Children should allow for 5-10 minutes a day and 

parents should record this in their reading record. 

During each half term each child will be set a project.  This will be based on the topic of 

study being covered in class (throughout the year it should cover a range of subjects, e.g. 

history, geography, science etc).  These projects are set to encourage creativity and will be 

celebrated in class during the last week of the half term. 

Homework Club 

The school will provide a ‘Homework Club’ on Fridays between 3:15pm and 4:00pm.  This is 

an opportunity for children to complete homework within a purposeful atmosphere where 

they can benefit from help with their teachers.  All children are invited to attend ‘Homework 

Club’, however, written permission must be given to the class teacher. 

Recommended Time Allocation 

Homework should never be too onerous nor should it ever create stress within the pupil’s 

family. If parents have any concerns they should not hesitate to contact the school. 

Normally, 5 days will be allowed for the completion of a homework task, except where daily 

practice is to be encouraged e.g. reading, spellings and times tables. 

The following are government recommendations as appropriate time allocations for 

homework activities: 

Years 3 and 4 - 1.5 hours per week 

Years 5 and 6 - 30 minutes per day 

This includes daily reading, spelling and times table practise. 
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The role of parents 

Parents have a vital role to play in their child’s education, and homework is an important 

part of this process. We ask parents to encourage their child to complete the homework 

tasks that are set. We invite them to help their children as they feel necessary and provide 

them with the sort of environment that allows children to do their best. Parents can support 

their child by providing a good working space at home, by enabling their child to visit the 

library regularly, and by discussing the work that their child is doing. 

If parents have any problems or questions about homework, they should, in the first 

instance, contact the child’s class teacher. If their questions are of a more general nature, 

they should contact the Headteacher.  

Role of the Class Teacher 

To set up regular homework in an easily followed routine. 

To ensure that homework is set consistently across classes. 

To set homework that takes equal opportunities into account. 

To ensure any homework is purposeful and links directly to the taught curriculum. 

To reward and praise children who regularly complete homework tasks. 

To mark homework and give feedback to pupils. 

Role of the Head teacher and Governing Body 

To check compliance of the Policy. 

To meet and talk with parents when appropriate. 

To discuss with staff how far the policy is being successfully implemented. 

Inform new parents to the school so that they are aware of the home/school agreement 

and what it entails. 


