
Your Target:

To retell and write an ending to 
a story.



• Watch the video ‘Origins’ as a stimulus

• Create a character profile

• Consider an example story opening 

• Use the story mountain plan to draft the 
opening and build up to the story ‘Origins’

• Equip

• Committee

• Disastrous

• Exaggerate

• Hindrance

How do I retell and writing an ending 
to a story?

Day 2



committee

A group of people appointed for a 

specific role.

Noun Phrase Notion

Can you expand the noun into three 

different noun phrases? 

FANBOYS

Write a sentence using the word and 

a FANBOYS co-ordinating 

conjunction. 

Week 10: Tuesday



Alfie began to walk home. ____, he was joined by his friend 
Emma. ____ her friend Imogen tagged on to the group. The 
children walked through the park and onto the main road. 
____ they headed towards Beech Grove, where Alfie lived. 

SPaG Shape-Up
Grammar

Using Adverbs to Express Time

next then soon

These adverbs all help a writer to give a sense of time or cause -
they tell us when or why something happened.

Can you choose the correct adverb to complete this passage?

Now make up your own passage using adverbs of time.



SPaG Shape-Up
Grammar

Using Prepositions to Express Place 
and Time
Which prepositions express place? Which express time?

Sort the prepositions into two lists named Place and Time. 
Next, choose two prepositions from each group and write a 
sentence which includes both words.

after in since below for near

on before outside during above until



Build up 

Today we will be focusing 
on writing…
the opening 

Any good story must:
• Instantly grab the reader’s attention and 

make them want to read on
• Introduce the characters  
• Set the scene   



Look at the next few slides which will look 
familiar as you used them for the Dragon Slayer 
story.  The slides run through a range of ways 
you might want to start your story.  

There are examples from some incredibly 
famous children’s authors so hopefully you will 
find a story opening style which inspires you!



Story Openers

Stories can open with a character description.

‘Mr Stink stank. He also stunk’.

from Mr Stink by David Walliams



Story Openers

Stories can open with a description of a setting.

‘There was once a gaggle of 

mountains, tall and proud, 

each with a hat of snow.’

from Stone Goblins, 

by David Melling 



Story Openers

Stories can open with a description of both a character and a setting.

‘A thousand miles ago, in a country east of the

jungle and south of the mountains, there lived

a Firework-Maker called Lalchand…..’

From The Firework-Maker’s Daughter 
by Phillip Pullman



Story Openers

Stories can open with dialogue.

‘Molllly!’ Maria shouted to her sister.

‘Would you please shut that window….’

from School for Stars: Second Term 
at L’Etoile by Holly and Kelly Willoughby



Story Openers

Stories can open with action.

‘Jesse was always finding bones in 

the great bog-oak field where they 

dug the peat for the winter fires.’

from The Ghost of Grania O’Malley 
by Michael Morpurgo



Story Openers

Stories can open with a question.

‘Ever had the feeling your life’s been flushed 

down the toilet?’

From The Toilet of Doom by Michael Lawrence

Good openers sometimes leave the reader with an unanswered 

question, which can only be answered by reading on. 



Story Openers

Stories can open with a statement.

‘In fairy tales, witches always 

wear silly black hats and black 

cloaks, and they ride on broomsticks.’

from The Witches, by Roald Dahl



Story Openers

Stories can open with a fronted adverbial.

‘Ages ago, Alex, Allen and Alva 

arrived at Antibes…’

From Alphabetical Africa by Walter Abish



Your First Task
Create a character profile for the robot. 



Your Second Task 

Using the example story on the next slide consider how effective it 
is as a story opening.

• Does it hook the reader? 

• Do you get all of the information at once? 

• Does the author write a paragraph about the character followed 
by a paragraph about the setting? Or does the author weave 
details about the character and setting into the story? Which 
way do you think is better?

• Does the author use descriptive words and phrases which create 
a mind movie? Which ones? What image do you picture? 

• Does the author leave hints and clues for the reader? What is the 
impact of this?



Remember to think 
about the questions on 

the previous slide. 



Now you can see a 
picture which goes 

with the text:

Was the setting and 
character what you 

imagined? Why? Why 
not? 

How has the image 
added to your 

understanding of the 
story? 



You will be writing: The opening and build-up to the story ‘Origins’ which you planned 

yesterday. 

• Hook the reader from the first sentence

• Introduce the character in an imaginative way

• Set the scene creatively

• Leave hints and clues for the reader

• Show the reader don’t tell the reader 

e.g. ‘He was scared.’ compared with ‘As the boy walked towards the derelict house his legs trembled and 

his brow began to sweat.  Nervously, he fiddled with the torch in his hand as he repeatedly glanced over 

his shoulder. A loud sharp noise in the distance caused him to crash to the ground whilst covering his 

head with his hands.’  

• Create atmosphere - include details based on senses (sights/sounds/smells/feelings)

Your Final Task 


