
Humanities 
Lesson 2 & 3

Boudicca’s Rebellion



How can I write a newspaper article about 
Boudicca’s rebellion?

• Read facts about Boudicca and her 
rebellion. 

• Recall facts bout who, what, when, how 
and why Boudicca’s rebellion happened

• Use features of a newspaper. 
• Plan your newspaper article 
• Write a newspaper article about the event.

• Boudicca
• Rebellion
• Roman Army
• Celts
• Celtic Tribes
• Iceni



Setting the Scene
The year is AD 60. The Romans 

have occupied Britain for 17 
years. Many Celtic tribes have 
managed to continue to live in 

much the same way they always 
did, making deals with the 

Romans to leave them in peace.

However, a major rebellion is 
about to take place which will 
affect the lives of many people, 

Celts and Romans alike.

You are going to examine the 
events and act in role to show 

how different people would have 
been affected.



Meet the Witnesses

Aileen
Roman Slave

Rastus
Roman Trader

Boudicca
Celtic Queen

Milo
Roman Soldier

Paulinus
Roman Governor

Drest
Celtic Farmer



Meet the Characters

Aileen: Roman Slave
• Aileen was captured in a 

battle in Gaul. She now lives 
in Colchester.

• She belongs to the Roman 
governor, Paulinus. She is his 
property. 

• She spends all day serving 
Paulinus’s family, which is 
hard work.

• She would like to escape and 
go back to Gaul, but if she 
gets caught she will be killed.



Meet the Characters

Paulinus: Roman Governor

• Paulinus was a great soldier 
and a general before he was 
made governor.

• The Emperor sent him to rule 
over Roman Britain.

• He is very loyal to the 
Emperor and the Roman 
empire.

• He was born in Rome and 
now lives in Colchester, the 
new Roman town.



Meet the Characters

Milo: Roman Soldier
• Milo is a legionary.

• He was born in Rome.

• Milo hasn’t done much 
fighting yet, apart from in 
training.

• He has been warned that the 
Celts are violent people but 
they seem quite friendly to 
him.



Meet the Characters

Rastus: Roman Trader
• Rastus is from Rome.

• He travels around the 
Roman empire selling his 
fabrics.

• He likes selling to rich Celts 
as well as Romans.



Meet the Characters

Drest: Celtic Farmer
• Drest has lived in the same 

place with the Iceni people all 
his life, like his parents did.

• He works hard on his farm to 
grow crops and keep animals.

• He likes to live a peaceful life.

• He is loyal to the king and 
queen of the Iceni.



Meet the Characters

Boudicca: Celtic Queen
• With her husband, King 

Prasutagus, Boudicca rules over 
the Iceni.

• She lives in south-east England.

• She is very rich and likes being 
able to buy from traders.

• She has two daughters.

• Boudicca and the rest of the tribe 
have continued their Celtic life 
since the Romans have arrived. 
There has been no fighting.



What Happens?
It is AD 60. 



The Death of Prasutagus
Prasutagus dies. Boudicca is now ruling the Iceni on her own. Paulinus decides 
that the Iceni need to start paying taxes. When they refuse, the Romans hurt 

Boudicca and her daughters. The Iceni love their queen and they are not happy 
about her being hurt or about having to pay taxes.



The Destruction Begins
Paulinus takes the Roman army to 
Wales. Milo is about to experience his 
first proper fighting as the Romans 
attack Anglesey. Boudicca asks all the 
men in the Iceni (including Drest) to 
form an army and, with other tribes, 
she marches down to the Roman town 
of Colchester. There is a battle, in 
which the town is destroyed and many 
people are killed. Boudicca moves on to 
London and St Albans and destroys 
those towns as well. Some of the 
people in London were warned to run 
and Rastus manages to leave in time, 
but others were killed when the 
fighting started. Aileen escapes during 
the fighting and joins Boudicca’s army 
to march north and fight the Romans.



The Final Battle
Paulinus brings the Roman army back from Wales to fight Boudicca’s
army. There are ten times as many Celts and they are feeling confident.
The Roman army is very well trained in fighting though, and they win
the battle. Many thousands of people die. The Roman empire has survived
and the Celts lost.



Task:
Newspaper Planning

You are going to plan your newspaper article. 

Makes notes about the event and fill in the planning sheet. You 
will need this for tomorrow. 

The slides on the next page will remind you how to write a 
newspaper article and the features of one. 



A newspaper report needs to…

Be about an interesting event;

Capture the reader’s attention;

Present factual information; Be succinct and to the point;



The Essentials First

It is important that 
newspaper reports have 

the most important 
information coming 
first. This is called 

front-loading.

When the reader reads 
a newspaper report, 
they should be given 

the essential 
information first, so 

that they can decide if 
they wish to read 

more.



Structure of a newspaper report

Headline and byline

Introduction

Body

Conclusion



Headline

Headline and byline

Introduction

Body

Conclusion

For a good headline, you 
need to:
• Catch the reader’s 

attention so they want to 
read the rest of the report;

• Sum up the story in a few 
words;

• Use powerful and 
interesting language;

• Write in the present tense 
– even if the report is 
about an event that has 
already happened;

• Include alliteration or wit 
at times.



Byline

Headline and byline

Introduction

Body

Conclusion

For a good byline, you need:
• The writer’s name;
• The writer’s speciality (for 

example, Sports reporter, Food 
correspondent, Crime editor, 
Deputy politic editor, Senior 
fashion reporter);

• A link to the writer’s Twitter 
account (for example, 
@dgoodman).



Introduction

Headline and byline

Introduction

Body

Conclusion

For a good introduction 
paragraph, you need to;
• Make the paragraph short 

and snappy so that it briefly 
explains what has happened;

• Ensure that, even if the 
reader stopped reading at 
this point, they would still 
know roughly what 
happened;

• Use past tense in most cases;
• Make sure the first paragraph 

answers as many of these six 
questions as you can –

Who? What? Where? Why? 
When? How?



Be sure to use 
correct 

punctuation 
for quotes!

Having quotes 
from witnesses or 

experts
will make your 

report more 
credible and 
interesting. 

Body

Headline and byline

Introduction

Body

Conclusion

For a good body section, you 
need to:
• Add more information and 

detail to your introduction 
paragraph;

• Include background 
information, evidence, 
facts and quotes from 
people involved in or 
connected to the 
event/story;

• Continue to write in order 
of importance, putting the 
most important 
information in the first 
few paragraphs of the 
body section.



Conclusion

Headline and byline

Introduction

Body

Conclusion

For a good conclusion section:
• Give the reader the 

opportunity to gain 
additional information if 
they are particularly 
interested in the topic of 
the news report;

• Include links to previous 
news reports or useful 
websites;

• Include a final quote from 
a witness or expert that 
helps to sum up the story 
or that could hint at what 
might happen next.

This ‘conclusion’ 
information can 
be useful but is 
not always 
needed. It tends 
to be the least 
important 
information in 
the report.


