
Prehistoric Britain



 Discuss and understand the term 

Palaeolithic

 Understand who the 

Neanderthals were and what 

happened to them. 

 Discuss how Homo-sapiens came 

to be.

•LQ: How do I find out about early 
humans and the Palaeolithic 
period?
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Can you remember what 

the word prehistory 

means? 

What were the names of 

the three periods of 

prehistory? 



Can you all put the title 
in your books:

Today we are going to be looking at the Palaeolithic era 

of the Stone Age. Is this before or after the 

Mesolithic and Neolithic eras?  
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Stone Age Bronze Age Iron Age

Palaeolithic Mesolithic Neolithic

AD 43700 BC2300 BC4500 BC10,000 BC700,000 BC

Prehistory Timeline

The St one Age is t he ear liest  par t  of  prehistor y. I t  is split  int o t hree 

dif f erent  per iods; t he Palaeolit hic, Mesolit hic and Neolit hic per iods. 



Stone Age-
Paleolithic
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At  t he beginning of  t he Palaeolit hic per iod, t here were several species of  humans in 

t he wor ld. Humans first  evolved in Af r ica, t hen spread t o ot her par t s of  t he wor ld. I t  

was j ust  over a million years ago t hat  t he first  humans made it  t o what  is now 

Br itain. The map below shows what  Europe was like at  t his t ime. There were several 

I ce Ages followed by war mer per iods which meant  lot s of  changes in t he environment. 

Photo attribution: Merikanto (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)

The blue part s of  t his map are ice 

sheet s. The dark green shows what  t he 

land is like now and t he light  green is 

what  t he land was like t hen. 

This means early humans 

could walk from Africa 

to Europe!



Can you put your pictures 
in order of evolution?

http://www.twinkl.co.uk/re
source/t2-s-572-human-
evolution-ordering-cards

How have humans 

changed from these 

early species? 
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These pict ures show some 

of  t he dif f erent  species of  

humans. 





By around 26,000 BC, all t he Neandert hals were dead. 

What  do you t hink happened to t hem? 
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The or iginal humans in Europe evolved into Neandert hals and t hey 

were st ill around when t he first  modern humans (Homo sapiens) 

came t o Europe. 

Neandert hal skullHomo sapiens skull

(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0 )

What are the 

differences 

between 

these two 

skulls? 



Your task – Time line of 
early humans 

Create a time line to show the development of humans 
to homosapiens – include a picture and an explanation 
of what they were like. 

2 million years ago – Homo erectus in Europe 

Homo neanderthalensis – also known as Neanderthals 
died out 260, 000 BC  

40,000 years ago – Homo sapiens 
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No one is sure why t he Neandert hals died out  but  t here are 

lot s of  t heor ies. 

Did we (Homo sapiens) 

kill them all? 

Did we give them 

diseases?  

Did we hunt them out? 
Did we interbreed with 

them? 

Which do you think is most likely? 
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Somet imes t hese ear ly 

humans are known 

cavemen. They did live 

in caves like t his one 

but  t hey also lived out  

in t he open t oo. We 

know a lot  about  

cavemen because a lot  

of  mater ial has been 

preser ved in caves. 
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Have a look at these pictures of early Homo sapiens. 

What can you see? 



Learning from a picture 
task 
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Have a look at these pictures of early Homo sapiens. 

What can you see? 



Watch the video 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UFE3t7

qNJSs

 What can we learn about early humans 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UFE3t7qNJSs


Diary Entry 

 Write a diary entry as though you were an 

early human in the Paleolithic period. 

What could we include? 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 


