
 Discuss and understand the term 

Mesolithic.

 Investigate and understand 

what the Star Carr is.

 Discuss how Britain has changed 

during this time. 

LQ: How can we find out about 
people who lived in the Mesolithic 

period. 
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The Stone Age is 

split into three different 

periods. Can you remember 

what any of them are 

called? 



Do you remember...?

Last lesson we looked at the Palaeolithic period and early humans. 

By the end of the Palaeolithic era, all the Neanderthals in Britain 

had been wiped out, leaving only modern humans (Homo sapiens). 

Can you remember anything about early Homo sapiens? 
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Prehistory Timeline

Today we are going t o be looking at  t he Mesolit hic per iod. This is 

in t he middle of  t he St one Age. 



The star t  of  t he Mesolit hic per iod was t he end of  t he last  I ce Age. 

The climate was slowly get t ing bet ter  which meant  t hat  t here were 

more areas where plant s and animals were able t o live and grow.  
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I ce sheet s

Dr y land t hen

Dr y land now

This map shows what  Europe 

looked like at  t he end of  t he 

Palaeolit hic era and t he 

beginning of  t he Mesolit hic 

per iod. 



This is what Britain would have looked 

like in the early Mesolithic period. 

The Dogger Hills area, also known as 

Doggerland, would have been low-lying 

and marshy. There is lots of evidence 

that people lived there. 
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When t he ice sheet s melted, t he sea levels rose. This cut  Br itain of f  

f rom t he mainland of  Europe and also caused t he land t o bounce back 

up a lit t le once t he weight  of  t he ice sheet s were of f  it. The r ising sea 

levels changed t he coast line of  Br itain. 

By Max Naylor (http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File%3ADoggerland.svg) 



Britain’s coastline today

By Max Naylor (http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File%3ADoggerland.svg) 
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How has the shape of Britain’s coastline changed 

from the Mesolithic period? 
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There was no wr it t en 

hist or y about  t he people 

who lived in Br itain at  t his 

t ime so how do you t hink we 

know about  t his per iod? 
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The evidence t hat  

has been found at  

Star  Car r  t ells us 

a lot  about  lif e at  

t he t ime. 

What  can you see 

in t his pict ure? 

How is t his 

different  to life in 

t he Palaeolit hic 

period? 

I mage courtesy © Crown NI EA



Star Carr
Introduction

Star Carr is a site in Yorkshire discovered by archaeologists dating back to the 

Mesolithic era.  It is one of the oldest sites discovered and it tell us a lot about the 

people from the Stone age.

Settlements

Mesolithic people settled in Star Carr because it was rich in wildlife.  Fish could be 

caught from the river and they caught wild pig, red deer, elks and cows.  They cut the 

meat with flint knives then cooked the meat on a fire.

Houses

Mesolithic houses were made from materials such as bent hazel branches and they 

were covered in animal skins and turf.  They were dome or tipi shaped.

Clothing

People from this era wore animal hides to keep them warm.   People did not stay in 

Star Carr as Mesolithic people moved around quite often.



Fun Task

 Some of the most intriguing finds at Star Carr 

were antler headdresses. These headdresses 

were made from the front part of the deer’s 

skull with both antlers attached. There were 

two holes drilled into the skull so that it could 

be worn on the head. Archaeologists think 

that it may have been used in hunting to 

camouflage the hunters, or in ceremonies to 

ensure a successful hunt. What do you 

think? 



Fun task

 You are to create your own headdress using 

the given template


