
How can I write a diary entry as a character from the video 
‘nightzoo’? 

Watch and understand the video.

Infer a character’s thoughts feelings, actions and motives.

Use appropriate vocabulary to describe a character and his 
behaviour.

Plan and rehearse sentences orally.

Write a recount based on fictional first person experience.

Edit and publish 



Look back at your plan … 

• What do you need to include today to finish 
your diary entry? 

• How is the problem resolved? 

• What person do you need to use? 

• What tense do you need to use? 



A day in the life of Tom Rivers 

Time What did you
see/hear?

How did you 
feel??

What did you 
think? 

Waking up 

Morning

Lunch time

Afternoon

Dinner time

Evening

Imagine you are Tom Rivers. Explain what happened to you today! 
Be as imaginative as you can. 
Think about: What animals were there? What happened? Did you find a new animal? 
What was it like? 
Try to create it like a story. You could use a story mountain template or the table below to 
help if you wanted to! 





How could you open your 
sentences to make them 

exciting? 
Write down ideas.



Finish your diary entry. You will need one or two paragraphs. 

Remember it is all the same day, you don’t need to include a new date of entry. Paragraph 3 –
lunch time (the problem) 

Some Ideas: 

How were you feeling? 

How are your animals now? 

What are your hopes for tomorrow or the 
future? 



Now you have written your 
opening … 

Reflect on your success criteria: 
What points have you met? Could you change anything to meet extra points? 



Now publish a copy for your 
teacher! 

You could illustrate your diary entry so your 
teacher can see all the animals looked after in 

your zoo! 


