
How can I understand how the settlement of 
people has changed in Iver over time? How 
does this compare to China? 

• I can tell you about the important 
human geographical features of Iver.

• I can identify differences between the 
settlements in China and where I live.

• I can identify similarities between the 
settlements in China and where I live.

• Landscape
• Human features
• Compare
• Contrast
• Differences
• Similarities
• Village
• Country
• Continent
• Tourism
• Impact
• Positive
• negative 
• Settlement 



Types of Settlement

Settlements can be permanent or temporary. Some settlements may start out as 
being temporary then become more permanent over time. Can you think of any 

examples of this? 

A settlement is built on a settlement site. 
The situation of this site is crucial.

A settlement is a place where people live. It could be a house in a remote area or 
a house in the middle of a huge city like London. Other settlements include 

hamlets, villages, small towns, large towns and cities.



Settlements
There are many factors involved when deciding 

where to build a site. 

Dry point sites: areas with no flooding risk.
Aspect: south facing (gets the most sun through the day).

Trading centres: often settlements grow near to ports, 
main roads, motorways and railways for easy travel access.

Some common site factors include:



Settlements have different functions

There are many factors involved when 
deciding where to build a site. 

ports: goods are loaded/unloaded here
resort: holiday destinations

industrial towns: villages or towns near to factories
market towns: farmers buy and sell goods here



What do you notice about settlements in Iver?

Has this changed over time?



This is an aerial view of the area around Iver 
Village. What do you notice?



Pictures from the past …

What do you notice about the settlements?



Why have people settled in Iver?
What are the benefits?



• Why settle in Iver?  Why has this changed over the years?

In the past Iver used to be ……. 

• Countryside
• Farm
• Agriculture
• Limited transport links 

Now Iver has ……... 

• Links to London
• Train Station
• Amenities (shops)
• Motorway close by 



Shanghai

The Great Wall 
of China

Hong Kong

The Three 
Gorges Dam



• Ancient China was built along the two main rivers—first the Yellow 
River (Huang He) in the north, and later the Yangtze in the south.

• In the settlements along the Yellow River, people grew millet in the rich, 
easily worked loess soil. 

• In the south, people grew rice along the Yangtze river, ate a good deal 
of fish, together with vegetables, especially water plants such as water 
chestnuts and lotus.

• Along with dogs, pigs and cattle, people in the south had water buffalos 
to help work the soil. By the heavy use of human labor, the same area 
of land in the south could grow about twice as much food as in the 
north.



• China is a very diverse land with deserts, mountains and fertile 
river basins

• Population has meant more land is required for growing crop
• Now population has increased which has meant more settlements 

occurring. 
• It has experienced rapid economic development and urbanisation 

• Urbanisation of land use has drastically changed 
• Change of water system from artificial to natural made an impact 

meaning people did not need to settle near the rivers. 



Similarities Differences



Your tasks:
Hard
Write what the settlement in Iver was like in the past 
and how it is now. 

Harder
Write the differences between Iver in the past and 
Iver now in regards to settlement. Write a sentence to 
say how this is different to China. 

Hardest
Compare and contrast Iver and China in terms of 
settlemt. What is similar and what is different about 
how settlement has changed from the past to the 
present. 


