
Can I understand how land is used in Iver and 
compare and contrast this to China? 

• I can tell you about the important 
human geographical features of Iver.

• I can identify differences between the 
use of land in China and where I live.

• I can identify similarities between the 
use of land in China and where I live.
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Land Use
Land use is a term used to describe the function of the land. 

Land use can vary from place to place.  
In rural areas, land can be used for forestry and farming. 
In urban areas, land can be used for industry or housing.  

• agriculture
• forestry
• housing
• conservation
• reservoirs

School Street

Land can also be used for the following:



What do you know about land use in your local area?

Has the land use changed over time?



This is an aerial view of the area around Iver 
Village. How is the land being used?



What have humans built on the land?

What is being done to protect the land?



• Today, Iver has many residential areas, local shopping facilities, an 
Infant and a Junior School.

• Much land around the village is still used for agriculture; sheep and 
horses graze, and chickens are reared.

• Light industry ranges from motor vehicle maintenance to food 
production warehouses which benefit from the nearby motorway 
networks.

• Iver is conveniently situated for the M25, M40 and M4 motorways, 
and is just 17 miles from England’s capital city.

• There is a local park and recreation ground with football pitches, 
and a children’s play area which includes a BMX track, exercise 
machines and a youth shelter.  Next to the recreation ground is an 
allotment.

• Black Park attracts many visitors to the area. Part of the land is 
designated as a site of specific scientific interest, and a larger part 
is a local nature reserve.

• The main village is a conservation area, meaning that it is protected 
by law against changes that would be damaging.

• Iver is part of a “Metropolitan Green Belt”  which restricts building 
on the land.

• Iver has a population of just over 11,000 people.



How has the use of land in Iver changed over time?

How has this impacted on the land?

Are these positive or negative impacts?



• People have been living in Iver since the Stone Ages.

• The good arable land led to the development of a 
number of manors .

• Industry in the area began with corn milling, 
weaving, basket making and papermaking.

• The manufacture of bricks was first recorded in 
1657.



Shanghai

The Great Wall 
of China

Hong Kong

The Three 
Gorges Dam

What have humans built on the land?

What is being done to protect the land?



• The Yangtze River is used for many purposes including growing 
rice and sight-seeing. China produces 30% of the world’s rice. 
It is grown in various provinces along the Yangtze River. Up to 
1.8 million tourists cruise the river each year.

• Every year over 35,000 tourists visit the region around Mount 
Everest with around 1000 of these attempting to climb the 
summit. 

• The Three Gorges Dam was built to prevent flooding further 
down the river, in the highly populated areas of Wuhan, 
Nanjing and Shanghai.  The dam controls the amount of water 
allowed through.  The water that the dam holds back has 
created a large artificial lake called a reservoir which has 
become very popular with tourists. It also provides a huge 
source of power to create hydroelectricity.

• China has 15 mega-cities (which means they have a population 
of more than 10 million people)



• Tourists often bring money to a region and can make the area more 
prosperous:
o Local people make a living from helping those who are climbing the 

mountain to carry their supplies.
o Jobs are generated as visitors need tour operators, trekking agents, 

hotels, shops and restaurants.
o The surrounding villages benefit from improved water supply and the 

construction of schools.

• Tourism can also have a negative impact; the mountain is being covered in 
litter which is  an eyesore  and harmful to the environment.

• There are disadvantages to the dam, too. It has changed the 
landscape of the area dramatically, and many historical and cultural 
sites along the river have been submerged or destroyed. Nearly 2 
million people have had to move home due to the creation of the 
reservoir

• Desertification happens when an area of land becomes desert. This is 
usually caused by too much farming activity, or the cutting down of 
too many trees. When land is over-farmed, the soil becomes too dry 
and poor in nutrients. Crops can no longer grow and animals can no 
longer feed. When trees are cut down so that land can be used for a 
different purpose, it is called deforestation.



Similarities Differences



Your tasks:
Hard
Describe at least three similarities and four 
differences between the way land is used in Iver and 
China.

Harder
Describe at least four similarities and six differences 
between the way land is used in Iver and China. Choose 
one human feature of Iver and one of China and explain 
its impact (both positive and negative) on the land.

Hardest
Describe all the similarities and differences in the way 
that land is used in Iver and China. Has the impact of 
humans on the use of land been positive or negative? 
Explain your answer giving examples.


