
To know that Mayan city states often  recorded 
battles on stelae

To know that the Mayan civilisation declined c.900 
AD

To offer suggestions for why a civilisation may 
decline

• decline

• disease

• war

• starved

• disaster

How do I find out about the decline of the 
Mayan civilisation?

Lesson 7



Let’s recap

The Mayan writing system 

used glyphs which were 

signs that represented a 

word or a sound.  They 

could represent animals, 

humans, Gods or abstract 

items.  There were over 

800 glyphs.

The Mayans had a number 

system too.  Any number 

could be made using just 3 

symbols: a dot for a 1, a line 

for a 5 and a shell for zero.

The Mayans wrote on lots of 

different things including 

walls, pottery and stelae.  

They also wrote in books 

made of bark called codices.  

Today, only 4 of these 

remain.

The Mayans had three 

separate calendars.  The 

Long Count calendar 

lasted 2,880,000 days.











https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CeMzuRETKmA

If you are able to, watch this short video clip about 

the collapse of the Maya civilisation.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CeMzuRETKmA


- Disease wiped everyone out

- The food ran out and everyone starved

- The Mayans were conquered by neighbouring 

tribes

- A great battle killed too many of the population for 

the civilisation to continue

- A natural disaster killed everyone

- Aliens invaded and took the Mayans to outer 

space! (Not really – just checking you are reading 

this!)

No-one knows exactly why the great Mayan cities fell 

into decline.  Which of these explanations do you think 

is the most likely and why?



Task

Either:

Look at the reasons given on the sheet, choose which reason 
you think is most likely that the Mayan civilisation died out and 

explain why you think that reason was the most likely.

Or:

Suggest your own reasons for the decline of the Mayan 
civilisation and explain why you think these could have been 

the case.

Miss Bjorck and Mrs Bowden would love to find out what you 
think.

 Either photograph your work and upload it to your home 

learning blog in Purple Mash or ask your parent/carer to 

email it to your class email address:

Rosen:rosen-2061@ivervillage-jun.bucks.sch.uk

Rowling:rowling-2061@ivervillage-jun.bucks.sch.uk



Plenary:



Next lesson…

You will be looking at the differences 

and similarities between the Mayan 

civilisation and the Anglo Saxons. 


