
- To know where Mesoamerica is on a 
world map

- To know how the Mayan ruins were 
discovered by Europeans

- Compare Mesoamerica to the UK

• Maya

• Mesoamerica

• Aztecs

• Chichen Itza

• Civilisation

• Discovery

• Explorer

• Conquistador

• Ruins

• Abandoned

How do I explore where and when the Mayans 
lived and compare to the UK?

Lesson 1





Europeans first discovered the Americas in 1492 when 

Christopher Columbus, an Italian explorer, first sailed 

from Europe to America.  He returned with tails of a rich 

and vast land filled with gold and other precious 

materials.

After that, many other 

Europeans sailed to 

America in search of gold 

and glory.  They met lots 

of native people.  The 

Europeans thought they 

were savages and battled 

to take over their lands.







Today, the area the 

Maya used to live in 

spreads over 5 

countries: Mexico 

(southern Mexico 

and the Yucatan 

Peninsula), Belize, 

Guatemala, a small 

area of west 

Honduras and the 

very north of El 

Salvador.







https://www.history.com/topics/a

ncient-americas/chichen-

itza#section_1

Watch this video clip:

http://www.history.com/topics/maya/videos/seven-wonders-the-temple-of-chichen-itza
https://www.history.com/topics/ancient-americas/chichen-itza#section_1






How did life in the UK in the 16th Century compare?

- It was at the beginning of the 16th Century (1509) that Henry VIII 

became King of England.  He died in 1547.

- Most of the population lived in small settlements and villages.

- Houses had thatched roofs with no wood underneath.

- The floor was dirt.

- Cooking was done in the kitchen in a big kettle which hung over a 

fire.

- The poor struggled to find jobs outside of farming or dangerous 

mining, and were paid minuscule wages.

- William Shakespeare was born in the 16th Century (1564).



Task 1: What could you ask a 

Spanish Explorer?

 Imagine you met a Spanish explorer.  What 

questions would you ask about what they 

saw, how they feel about it and what they 

want to learn about what they have 

discovered?

List some questions in your book.



Task 2:

Write a diary entry as though you are a 16th 
century Spanish explorer coming across the 
Mayan ruins for the first time.  Use images to 

help you.

If you need reminding of the features of a diary 
entry, see the next slide.



Diary Entry

 What are the features?

 Dear Diary, 

 Past Tense

 Talk about important events

 Ask rhetorical questions

 Use pronouns I, we, my, me

 Include emotions and feelings



Plenary:

Read your diary entry to someone else in your house.

What do they think of it?

Mrs Bowden and Miss Bjorck would love to read your 

diary entries.

You can send it to your teacher either by photographing 

it and uploading it to your home learning blog in Purple

Mash or ask your parent/carer to email it to your class 

email address:
Rosen: rosen-2061@ivervillage-jun.bucks.sch.uk

Rowling: rowling-2061@ivervillage-jun.bucks.sch.uk

mailto:rosen-2061@ivervillage-jun.bucks.sch.uk
mailto:rowling-2061@ivervillage-jun.bucks.sch.uk


Next lesson…

You will find out about how the 

Mayan civilization developed over 

time.




